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The plant Biebersteinia multifida has not been investigated before for alkaloid content. We collected
it on May 10, 1972, in the budding period (Kabanbai, Ustyurt Plateau). The epigeal part contained 0.08% and
the roots 0.1% of a mixture of bases. When this mixture was separated on a column of alumina we isolated
vasicinone which was identified by comparison with an authentic sample by means of TLC and UV, IR,
mass, and NMR spectra and by a mixed melting point.

Peganum harmala was collected in May-September, 1972, in the phases of budding, flowering, fruit-
bearing, and the withering of the epigeal part (environs of the town of Nukus). The amounts of total alka-
loids were 3.1, 1.74, 0.86, and 0.36%, respectively. In all periods, a high proportion of peganine in the total
bases was found. The mixture of bases from the plant collected in the flowering phase and at the beginning
of fruit-bearing has been studied in detail. In this study we isolated 53% of peganine, 7% of deoxypeganine,
0.81% of vasicinone, and a small amount of deoxyvasicinone and harmine. The alkaloids were identified by
means of a direct comparison with authentic samples.
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